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2024 is off to a fast start. We had our Star Visit with Dr. Julie Barna directing the meeting 
on Feb. 9. The purpose of these Star Visits is a chance to spend a day discussing our current 
operating practices with a course moderator (Dr. Barna in this case) and AGD staff and ways 
to improve on those practices. 

What a terrific way to start the year. Lots of great ideas on how to improve our TNAGD. 

Believe it or not, the deadline for turning in our House of Delegates members was March 
31. The HOD meeting is the weekend before Thanksgiving this year and that has made it 
difficult for some to attend. This year’s Delegates will be Keith Gilmore, Jennifer Connell, and 
Gary Woodall. Anthony Carroccia is the Alternate. If anyone is interested in being a delegate 
next year, please contact me or Jennifer sometime before March of 2025. There are some 
major changes on the way for the governance of the AGD over the next few years and the 
Delegates are the ones who will decide what direction that takes.

On the topic of governance change, the AGD has asked for a representative to serve on 
a panel that will review the recommendations of the consultants contracted to evaluate 
the current Governance structure. This panel will then make recommendations to the AGD 
Board and the Delegates for consideration. I have asked Anthony Carroccia to serve as our 
representative on that panel. 

As I write this the Insurance reform legislation package is on the Governers desk for his 
signature. It took two years of work between the TNAGD and the TDA to get this package 
passed but it was well worth the time and effort. You can read more specifics in Tony’s 
Legislative Report in this Newsletter. 

Registration for our Annual meeting is open. I know it is early but at this daily rate the room 
block will fill up fast. You can get our discounted rate at the hotel for the whole week, but you 
will need to call the hotel direct. Go to the TNAGD.org website for information. 

The TDA Music City Conference is coming up May 31 and June 1. The TNAGD will be having 



a short meeting at 11:30 on Friday May 31 in the Bluegrass room on the 4th floor of the 
Renaissance Hotel. Final decisions on annual awards and a mid-year budget review are the 
main agenda items currently. Everyone is welcome but please RSVP, so we have an accurate 
count for lunch by the end of April.	

Don’t forget the AGD Scientific session in Minneapolis, MN from July 17-20. I have been 
looking over things to do in the city and this looks like a great venue. 

TNAGD President
Dr. Keith Gilmore

AGD2024
THE PREMIER MEETING FOR
GENERAL DENTISTRY

MINNEAPOLS, MN
JULY 17-20
AGD2024.ORG

DON’T FORGET ABOUT AGD2024!

UPCOMING COURSE:
SOCKET PRESERVATION AND IMPLANT

SITE PREPERATION - MAY 10, 2024

Deliver Enhanced Care for Your Patients:
More than 45 million teeth will be lost this year. Ridge preservation will help eliminate bone 
resorption and will provide better bone volume for future implant placement. Grafting also 
provides better ridge development for pontic design or prosthetic ridge support.

Hands-On Allow Easy Implementation
All materials will be provided for the hands-on session. Attendees will perform proper 
grafting protocols, along with different types of sutures and the indications/techniques for 
their use. You will be able to implement this procedure the next week! Your first case will 
cover the cost of the course.

Interfaith Dental Clinic
600 Hill Avenue, Nashville
All Day Course

SCAN TO
REGISTER



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
JENNIFER J. CORNELL, DDS, MAGD

This past month our state legislature passed a historic dental insurance reform bill. This 
was an 18-month campaign by the TDA with support provided by our TNAGD lobbyist in 
response to the initiative passed in Massachusetts in 2022. If this does not scream member 
benefit, then I don’t know what does. To do these kinds of reform takes membership. The 
power in numbers. If you are reading this and are a dues- paying member of the TNAGD, 
you should be proud! Not only BE proud but tell your friends who are not members and 
encourage them to be! If this also stirs some volunteer spirit in your heart, act on it! 

WE NEED VOLUNTEERS ON THE BOARD! Last month we had our STAR visit from the 
national AGD office. As I looked around the room, I appreciated the faces at the table who 
have been committed to serving for many years and admired their dedication, but also fear 
they will leave, and there are only a handful of us new at the table. WE CANNOT CONTINUE 
WITHOUT NEW FACES ON THE BOARD!

We have terrific administrative support, wonderful, seasoned leadership, but we need new 
members to volunteer. We only meet in person twice a year. Much of our communication 
is email and if needed a quick zoom call. Please consider giving your time to the TNAGD 
board!

NOW IS THE TIME! Not next year, or when your life is in order, your kids are grown, NOW! 
Email or text me, and I will work with you to find the right position to fit your time and 
talents. The Academy of General Dentistry is the ONLY organization that looks out for the 
best interests of GENERAL DENTISTS!

I am a proud member of the Tennessee Dental Association and have served in various 
leadership positions, but their focus is for ALL dentists including specialists who do not 
struggle with the same issues as General Dentists. Let’s work together to meet the needs 
of “our” profession and have some fun while we are at it! Uncle Sam said it best “We want 
YOU!” 

Bring the entire family! Hotel rates and registration details are available online at:

TNAGD.ORG/2024-ANNUAL-EVENT

OCT. 11-12, 2024 | GULF SHORES

2024 ANNUAL SESSION
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS!



LETTER FROM OUR LOBBYIST
TONY THOMPSON, ESQ.

OUR RECENT MASTERTRACK CLASS
BY DR. JENNIFER DOOBROW

Recent advancements in treatment modalities for periodontal, regenerative and 
implant therapies have all had a significant impact on Comprehensive Care Dentistry. 
This interactive presentation will provide a clinical and evidence based review of 
the various innovations in hard and soft tissue regeneration, perio-plastic surgical 
procedures, implant site development, and implant therapies.

After the successful ballot initiative in Massachusetts in 2022, TNAGD President, Keith 
Gilmore, first initiated conversations with me about much needed dental insurance reform 
in Tennessee.  Since that time, TNAGD has been working in a collaborative effort with TDA 
and other dental related interests to craft, introduce, lobby, and pass meaningful legislation. 
The culmination of our nearly 2-year effort will be realized when SB677-HB949 becomes 
law on July 1, 2024. 

The law provides that dental benefit plans must not contain restrictions on methods 
of payment from a dental benefit plan or its vendors to dentists. (virtual credit cards) 
Alternative payment methods must be available, and any related fees must be clearly 
defined, conspicuous and in some circumstances charged only with a dentist’s consent.

Dental benefit plans policies and guidelines must be more readily available and may no 
longer use down coding in a manner that prevents a dentist from collecting the fee for 
actual services performed, either from the dental benefit plan or the patient.

Plans are also prohibited from using down coding or bundling in a manner where a 
procedure code is labeled as nonbillable to the patient, unless the code is for a procedure 
provided in conjunction with another procedure. Plans must also include reasoning for any 
down coding. 

Dental benefit plans must furnish providers: a summary of changes to a plan at least thirty 
days prior to effect; down-coding and bundling policies that the carrier expects to be applied 
to the provider’s services; and, a description of the plan’s utilization review procedures, 
including, a procedure for the insured to obtain a review of an adverse determination; and 
a statement of a provider’s rights and responsibilities regarding the procedure.

Additionally, the law provides that a violation of this section may subject the dental carrier, 
dental service plan, third-party administrator, or other party that covers any dental services 
to penalties. 

A big thank you to the TNAGD team for all the time and effort that resulted in success! 



 Our Annual Conference is at the
beach! Join us at The Lodge at

Gulf Shores on Oct 11th and 12th.
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It’s Who We Are

All In This Together Sunny Days Ahead

The standard under which we
hold all of our meetings, including

the Annual Conference and
MasterTrack.

It symbolizes not only quality
CE, but camaraderie and

community.
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Registration Desk Opens5-6 PM

2024 ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Welcome McGill & Hill Shrimp Boil6-8 PM

Registration Desk Opens, Food Craft opens for breakfast7 AM

Welcome and Introduction7:30-7:45 AM

THURSDAY, OCT. 10

FRIDAY, OCT. 11

Digital Full Arch Restorations That Work7:45-9:15 AM

Break, Vendor Time9:15-9:30 AM

Next Level Dentures - In 3 Appointments9:30-11:15 AM

11:30-11:45 AM Break, Vendor Time

Welcome and Presentation by King Dental11:30-11:45 AM

Awards Luncheon11:45-12:45 PM

Break, Vendor Time12:45-1 PM

Continuation of Morning Lecture1-3 PM

Break, Vendor Time3-3:15 PM

3:15-4:40 PM Finish with hands-on training from morning presenter

7:30-9 AM TN AGD Board Meeting

Presentation by Breakfast Sponsor9-9:15 AM

Top Strategies for Achieving Financial Independence9:15-11:45 AM

Break, Vendor Time11:45 AM-12 PM

Top Strategies for Achieving Financial Independence12-1 PM

Wrap up and complete survey of conference, head to the
beach!

1-1:15 PM

SATURDAY, OCT. 12

Wes Lyon, CPA, CFP, President and CEO of McGill and Lyon Dental Advisors

Wes Lyon, CPA, CFP, President and CEO of McGill and Lyon Dental Advisors

Jimmy Stegall, Procedural Solutions Specialist at Dentsply Sirona

Jimmy Stegall, Procedural Solutions Specialist at Dentsply Sirona



FEATURED SPEAKERS

PROGRAM ONE OVERVIEW - NEXT LEVEL DENTURES

OVERVIEW - DIGITAL FULL ARCH RESTORATIONS THAT WORK

OVERVIEW - MANAGEMENT FOR PRACTICE OWNERS

At the completion of this course, participants will be able to understand:

• Clinical records – what is needed for success and simpler ways to obtain them digitally
• The fastest and most accurate way to capture edentulous impressions – where we are today
• A simple systematic, proven approach to a 3-appointment digital denture
• Denture fabrication methods and how current CAD-CAM technologies have improved them
• The latest 3D printed denture materials that are stronger than anything ever used
• Utilizing a functional prototype try-in and why it’s better

At the completion of this course, participants will be able to understand:

• A range of alternative treatments for the edentulous patient.
• Proper implant diagnostics &amp; planning: Using prototypes effectively.
• Appliance options that require only scans
• Step-by-step instructions for the various workflows
• Full arch implant tips and tricks for a less stressful experience and predictable results

At the completion of this course, participants will be able to understand:

• Creative strategies to slash taxes
• Practice building and overhead control to boost profitability
• Winning saving and debt reduction strategies
• How to cut children’s educational costs by 50% or more
• Ways to save thousands in unnecessary insurance costs
• Tax-deductible retirement savings strategies
• How to maximize tax-free income
• Strategies for increasing business tax deductions

JIMMY STEGALL
National Procedural Solutions Specialist

Dentsply Sirona

WES LYON, CPA, CFA
President and CEO

McGill and Hill Group
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MASTERTRACK CLASS BY DR. DOOBROW
Make sure to register for our future classes!


