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It has been a busy year and we have just wrapped up our first, annual meeting at the 
beach. Gulf Shores was great. The hotel was fabulous, the annual shrimp fest was an extra 
bonus, and the speakers informative. The reservation block for next year’s meeting should 
already be open when you get this newsletter. Please book your rooms early, this is a popular 
destination and the rooms will fill up fast. The dates for annual meeting are October 11-12 
at The Lodge at Gulf Shores. Go to the website for updated information about dates and 
making reservations. 

It is also the time of year that your AGD Delegates are preparing to head to Chicago to elect 
new national officers and take care of the governance of your Academy. Always a major 
topic is how does the AGD remain pertinent, and viable in a changing world? What are the 
new graduates looking for that would motivate them to join and be active members of our 
Academy? Just like a living organism, when conditions change we have to adapt or die.

A quick history lesson. The AGD was founded on the principle of providing quality CE at a 
time when it was not available, or what was available was of questionable scientific relevance. 
Remember this was at a time when most state boards did not have a CE requirement to 
maintain a license. As time progressed more regulations were being forced on the profession 
and it was evident that General Dentists need a seat at the table. Advocacy became a part of 
our calling and has only continued to demand more attention over time.

So this brings us to why did you join and why do you remain a member? What does AGD do 
for me?

Continuing Education is still a core value of our Academy. In Tennessee there are only three 
ways to get CE credit ADA CERP, AGD PACE, and individual courses approved by the Board. 
This is the same in most other states. Of all of the Dental Professional organizations only the 
ADA and AGD are recognized as providers of accepted CE. That is a huge accomplishment. If 
you see the AGD Pace logo on a course you know that the Tennessee Board will accept that 
course for credit.



AGD Fellowship and Master awards. It is always nice to be recognized for going beyond 
what is just required. A dedication to learning and constant training shows everyone that an 
AGD member is going to be knowledgeable of new techniques and procedures. If asked to 
refer a patient to a Dentist in an area that I have no personal contact I feel very comfortable 
referring in this order, any dentist that is a AGD Master, a Fellow, an AGD member. Honestly, 
I only refer my patients that are moving to another AGD member.

The AGD is the only advocate for the General Dentist. Your practice is unique among general 
dental offices and the general dentist has unique wants and needs when it comes to Board 
and Legislative issues. Insurance for you is not the same as for the specialist. In just the last 
few years the TnAGD was instrumental in getting the Tennessee Professional Privilege tax 
on Dentists removed. As a result of constant lobbying efforts by the AGD and others the 
playing field has been somewhat leveled between providers and insurance companies due 
to the repeal of the Mcarrin Ferguson Act. Just two examples of how the TNAGD and AGD is 
looking out for you.

Last year your TNAGD leaders approached the Tennessee Dental Association about 
collaborating on legislation for insurance reform in Tennessee. Over the last year both our 
lobbyist and the team from the TDA have been working diligently getting support from key 
legislative members. We will have the exact language of the bills soon and will be asking for 
your help in contacting your Representatives and asking for their support. Together we can 
make this happen.

Don’t forget, this is your TNAGD, if there is something it can do for you, ask. If you can volunteer 
to help the organization let one of the Board members know. We have several leadership 
positions available and always welcome new people.

TNAGD President
Keith Gilmore

Bring the entire family! Hotel rates, details, and pictures are available online at:

TNAGD.ORG/2024-ANNUAL-EVENT
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Having just returned from the Academy’s House of Delegates and serving for the first time as 
an official delegate I am even more steadfast in the importance of membership in this great 
organization. There is NO OTHER ORGANIZED BODY that watches out for our profession like 
the Academy of General Dentistry. The people that serve this organization and show up for 
these meetings passionately do so with every intention to have our backs! With that said our 
state chapter needs volunteers to serve on our board. We have a large number of members 
within our state and we need your help! Some of us on the board are wearing multiple hats 
which makes it harder. Serving in one capacity does not take a lot of time. We have two in 
person board meetings a year. One in early February and one during our annual meeting 
in October. There are open positions within the board but also committees. If you have a 
passion for service, a helpful attitude and wish to give of your time to protect our profession 
please reach out and we will find a position that fits your interests and time.  

“Alone we can do so little; together we can do so much.” Helen Keller. 

Jennifer J. Cornell, DDS, FAGD
Editor
TNAGD President Elect

UPCOMING MASTERTRACK CLASS
APRIL 5-7, 2024 @ INTERFAITH DENTAL

DON’T FORGET ABOUT OUR

Dr. Jennifer Hirsch Doobrow, a Board Certified 
Periodontist, is the Owner and CEO of Periodontal 
and Implant Associates, Inc. located in Cullman, AL. 
She earned her DMD at the Medical University of 
South Carolina in 2007 and received her certification 
in Periodontics from the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham (UAB) in 2010. She serves as a faculty 
member for the Pikos Institute, was the General Chair 
for the 2017 Gulf Coast Dental Conference and is the 
2017-2018 Chair of the Leadership Council for the UAB 
School of Dentistry.Dr. Jennifer Doobrow



ANNUAL SESSION ACTIVITES AN
 ON-SITE AMENITIES

2.5 miles of beachfront property
Complimentary self parking for conference attendees 
Poolside Amenities - lounge chairs, hammocks, and large umbrellas
Ping Pong, Giant Jinga, and Cornhole 
6,150 Acres of Gulf State Park
Freshwater fishing in Lake Shelby
Bike and hike the 28 acres of stunning trails
Enjoy up to 3 hours of free biking thru Bloom App for those 16 years and above
Coastal Segway Adventures- bike, kayak, paddle board rentals and tours
Ike’s Rentals banana boat rides, parasailing and beach chairs

Other Nearby Attractions
Day spa and salon 10% discount for TNAGD attendees and guests
Craft Farms and Peninsula golf courses
Flora-Bama Lounge and Oyster Bar
Tanger Outlets Foley
Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo
Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge 
The Wharf at Orange Beach offering numerous attractions
Deep Sea fishing excursions 

AGD2024: MARK YOUR CALENDAR TODAY
Registration information will be available mid-January 2024 at 

agd.org/agd-meeting/general-information


