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As we slide into the second half of 2023 I want to give everyone a quick update on what has 
been going on and what is still to come.

First a little news on the Advocacy front. The State Legislature session ended in April and 
won’t start up again until January 2024. In the meantime we are still working with the 
Tennessee Dental Association on the Insurance Reform Legislation that we presented last 
session. If you have a state legislator as a patient or personal contact be sure and ask them 
for their support on this Legislation.  

I attended the AGD Hill Day in Washington DC on May 22 along with AGD Dentists from all 
over the country. We met with our Representatives and Senators to advocate for Support for 
the Oral Health Literacy & Awareness Act, (S. 403/H.R. 994), Support for the Strengthening 
Medicaid Incentives for Licensees Enrolled in Dental (SMILED) Act (H.R. 1422) and finally 
urging Congress to ask the Department of Justice to enforce the Competitive Health 
Insurance Reform Act of 2020 (CHIRA). The response from the Hill was positive with many 
offices expressing support for our legislation.

If you have any interest in going to the Hill Day meeting let me know and I will get you on 
the invitation list. The dates vary from year to year but it is usually in April or May, both great 
months to visit DC.

In June I attended the Association of Sports Dentistry (ASD) annual meeting in Nashville. As 
some of you may know this is the second year we have co-sponsored this meeting. This year 
we set up an exhibitor’s table and Lisa Ragsdale, our TNAGD Executive Director, manned the 
booth while I attended courses. There was a lot of traffic by the booth and many attendees 
both students and dentists expressed an interest in AGD.  The ASD is a very small group but 
they put on a great meeting. A few of their members are planning to have a vendor booth at 
our meeting in Gulf Shores. If you have any interest in providing Dental Services to your local 
sports teams make plans to attend their next meeting in Las Vegas 2024 and speak with 
them at our annual conference in October.



The date is fast approaching for our Annual Meeting in Gulf Shores. If you have not already 
made your plans to attend, please hurry, the room block is almost full. Be sure and arrive 
early on Thursday so you can attend the shrimp boil on the patio. Additional tickets are 
available online for your guests and/or children. There will be a cash bar and maybe some 
live entertainment (we are still working on that part). If you already have plans to attend then 
encourage a friend or colleague to come along. Also, don’t forget when you see our posts on 
Facebook/Instagram be sure and click like and share. In addition to informative speakers we 
are creating options to provide a variety of offerings with spouses and families in mind. 

We have scheduled our Star Visit for February 9th 2024 at Interfaith Dental in Nashville. Two 
AGD member leaders will travel to Nashville to review our activities, and systems in order to 
make recommendations to improve our service to our membership. All interested members 
are welcome to attend.

This year has brought quite a few new members and I want to welcome you to the TnAGD. I 
also want to encourage you to become an active member by attending our Board Meetings 
and possibly volunteering for a leadership position. There are several positions available, At 
Large Board Member, Legislative Liaison, Master Track Director and Vice-President.

Remember the AGD and TnAGD are your Professional organizations. They are the voice of 
General Dentistry and as such play a key role in the course our Profession will take in the 
future. But an active membership is essential in plotting that course. Have a voice, be a 
member, take on a position, be active, make a difference.

I hope to see some of you in Las Vegas at the AGD National meeting and more of you in 
October in Gulf Shores.

Keith Gilmore, DDS, MAGD, MaCSD
President, TNAGD

Bring the entire family! Hotel rates, details, and pictures are available online at:

TNAGD.ORG/2023-ANNUAL-EVENT

OCT. 13-14, 2023 | GULF SHORES

2023 ANNUAL SESSION
MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS!



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
JENNIFER J. CORNELL, DDS, MAGD

The beach is calling! Don’t miss out on our destination meeting coming up in October. Tell 
your friends, not only in Tennessee, but in surrounding states to come and join us, not only 
for great CE, but also for family fun, beautiful beach scenery, and a fabulous resort. 

There has been a lot of thought and preparation put into moving our annual session to a 
destination type venue, and we want to help make it a trip for the whole family. Spouses will 
have plenty to do and ample opportunity to meet other spouses both husband and wife 
spouses! 

Let’s not forget about our team members too. We have included a great speaker for them 
on Saturday if implant dentistry is not of interest. We have included the three dental schools, 
and they are sending faculty representatives and encouraging students to attend.

CALLING ALL VOLUNTEERS! We need new volunteers to serve on our board. I am sure in the 
“Volunteer State” we can get some! We have vacancies that need to be filled, and we are 
looking for new faces. Serving does not take a lot of time, it can be fun, and our purpose is 
to support our state’s general dentists! No other organization in our state does that, so why 
not help protect YOUR profession. If you are interested please send me an email, and we will 
find the right spot for your time and talents! My email address is jbiterdds@gmail.com.

Jennifer J. Cornell, DDS, FAGD
Editor
TNAGD President Elect

UPCOMING MASTERTRACK CLASSES
NOV. 3-5 @ INTERFAITH DENTAL

DON’T FORGET ABOUT OUR

Jennifer Cornell, DDS, 
FAGD,D-ABDSM

Lance Kisby, DDS

Join Dr. Lance Kisby and Dr. 
Jennifer Cornell as they present 
at TNAGD’s Fall MasterTrack 
classes.  Dr. Kirby will offer a 
class on pediatric dentistry while 
Dr. Cornell will offer a class on 
pediatric airways.



TNAGD VISITS ACADEMY OF SPORTS 
DENTISTRY SYMPOSIUM 

The ASD Annual Symposium was held in Nashville in June.

ANNUAL SESSION ACTIVITES AN
 ON-SITE AMENITIES

2.5 miles of beachfront property
Complimentary self parking for conference attendees 
Poolside Amenities - lounge chairs, hammocks, and large umbrellas
Ping Pong, Giant Jinga, and Cornhole 
6,150 Acres of Gulf State Park
Freshwater fishing in Lake Shelby
Bike and hike the 28 acres of stunning trails
Enjoy up to 3 hours of free biking thru Bloom App for those 16 years and above
Coastal Segway Adventures- bike, kayak, paddle board rentals and tours
Ike’s Rentals banana boat rides, parasailing and beach chairs

Other Nearby Attractions
Day spa and salon 10% discount for TNAGD attendees and guests
Craft Farms and Peninsula golf courses
Flora-Bama Lounge and Oyster Bar
Tanger Outlets Foley
Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo
Bon Secour National Wildlife Refuge 
The Wharf at Orange Beach offering numerous attractions
Deep Sea fishing excursions 


