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I became President Elect in November 2018, and became President in November 2020  being 
passed the reigns by Dr. Anthony Carroccia. I handed off the reigns to Dr. Keith Gilmore in 
November 2022. With all the responsibility that goes with the office there was the added 
pressures and hassles of COVID. This all took about 20 minutes! Time passed at lightning 
speed.  

I was fortunate to be a part of the greatest organization on Earth that is exclusively devoted to 
the interests of general dentists and to be surrounded with an awesome group of volunteers 
as executives and board members for the Tennessee Academy of General Dentistry. We have 
a fantastic membership that is loyal and continues to pay the dues that make it possible to 
fight for us all when government or others threaten.

The AGD and our Constituent Tennessee AGD have been the most influential forces in my 
professional life and career. The Fellowship and Mastership awards as well like-minded 
colleagues spurred me on to love continuing my education and to pursue it with a passion. 
The things I have learned have made every day easier and more productive. It has given me 
confidence in what I say and do. It has brought a higher level of care to my patients and 
earned their appreciation. It has brought me success!

I had an overwhelming sense of appreciation and guilt for not doing “my part”. I knew that 
someone was doing a massive amount of work to keep the Fellowship and Mastership Awards 
going, running the organization, and setting up CE opportunities that were excellent, etc. 
and I had not helped.

Serving on the board and serving as your President has been challenging, taken time, sweat, 
and tears, but it has also been fun and a true joy! I am honored be able to contribute in this 
way.

It has been my goal to help build a brighter future for us in the TNAGD, to improve membership 
growth, for the TNAGD to be more deeply involved with dental students, to develop leaders 
for the future, for the TNAGD to improve the care of our fellow Tennesseans. The TNAGD is 
doing that and so much more every day.



Yours for Better Dentistry,

Gary R. Woodall DDS, MAGD
President, Tennessee Academy of General Dentistry

Thank you for allowing me to serve as your President!  

Be assured that the best is yet to be. Dr. Keith Gilmore has been and continues to be a 
tireless advocate for general dentists, and an endless reservoir of ideas and collaboration. He 
gets things done. He is already making a difference and will take us forward to bigger and 
better things.

Thanks to you all, and may God bless you all and general dentistry.

OCT. 13-14, 2023 | GULF SHORES
2023 ANNUAL SESSION

CHECK OUT WEST VIRGINIA’S UPCOMING MASTERTRACK EVENT!

FRIDAY, MARCH 3 SATURDAY, MARCH 4

Learn more by visiting wvagd.org/upcoming-ce

SUNDAY, MARCH 5

Topic: Dental 
Insurance in a Day 
for the Entire Team

Topic: The Constant 
Checklist of the 
Surgical Mind

Topic: Non-Surgical 
Periodontal Laser 

Therapy for Hygenists

Bring the entire family! Hotel rates, details, 
and pictures are available online at:

TNAGD.ORG/2023-ANNUAL-EVENT
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Historically, dentists tend to keep to themselves.  I suspect in the past it was more of 
a competition issue, didn’t want to give away practice secrets, worried they might 
lure away patients etc. My father is a retired dentist. He had a long career as an 
army dentist.  After retiring from the army, he taught, worked for a DSO and then 
opened his own private practice at the age of 58. He grew it to 3 locations, I joined 
the practice sometime in the middle of the growth. I remember when he opened 
his practice he received a few calls from colleagues on his advertisements, or his 
sign or whatever might have seemed not mainstream at the time. But, he always 
valued relationships with colleagues. He didn’t see them as a competitive issue and 
gravitated toward minds that liked to try new things, had new ideas etc. I became 
involved in organized dentistry when I was in dental school.  It seemed liked minded 
dental students did the same thing. We wanted to be a voice for our profession, 
share frustrations, share ideas. I continued after graduation staying involved in my 
local, state and even national level. I was inspired by those around me to be the best 
dentist I could. Not settling for just what I learned in dental school. Dentistry can 
be a lonely profession if you don’t develop relationships with colleagues who you 
can reach out to, or check in with, bounce ideas off of etc. Through the pandemic 
we would check in with each other, shed tears on the phone, and make sure we all 
knew where to find the most accurate information.  Of course, that was the Academy 
of General Dentistry! The only organized dental organization that promotes and 
protects the lives of General Dentists!

I still look forward to our local dental society meetings, our state meetings and even 
the national meetings.  Seeing old friends, making new ones. To our dental students, 
I encourage you to seek out mentors. Find fellow dentists who are doing what you 
want to be doing, shadow them, become friends. And to my fellow colleagues, 
volunteer to be a mentor.  It doesn’t take much time to encourage and inspire a 
dental student. You might just build a great friendship and potentially develop a 
network of possibilities.  

Below is a recent photo of our local dental society Christmas Party. There are not 
only fellow AGD members but also some specialty colleagues. We truly enjoy seeing 
each other and could not have pulled through the pandemic and post pandemic 
without each other. I encourage you to reach out to a colleague you have not talked 
to in a while. Do it this week. You never know, it might just be the human touch 
someone needs to pull them out of a stressful day, week or month. Let’s be there for 
each other!

AGD2023
THE PREMIER MEETING FOR
GENERAL DENTISTRY

LAS VEGAS, NV
JULY 19-22
AGD2023.ORG



On January 10, 2023, at noon the first session of 113th General Assembly began. After 
the elections in November, the new legislature convened with a total of 23 new 
members with both the House of Representatives and the Senate maintaining strong 
Republican majorities. In the Senate there are 4 new members and the Republicans 
kept their majority of 27 over the 6 Democrats. The House of Representatives have 19 
freshmen members and now have 75 members in the Republican Caucus over the 
24 Democrats. Of particular interest is two freshmen have been appointed to serve 
on the important House Health Committee. Health care executive from Nashville, 
Caleb Hemmer (D); and, Chiropractor Brock Martin (R) from Huntingdon.

The legislature spent a little over a week organizing and taking a brief recess to 
inaugurate the Governor on January 21st. They will resume a regular schedule Monday 
January 30th. 

The bill filing deadline seemed to come quick this year with the cut-off for the House 
being January 31st and the Senate is set at February 2nd. At the time of this writing 
around 700 new bills have been filed and I expect well over 1500 bills by cut-off. The 
issue of “caption bills” seems even more exacerbated this year with many bills filed 
“relative to healthcare” as placeholders for (unknown) amendments that will come 
later.

The task at hand is to continue the review of the mountain of bills to be introduced 
over the coming week to try to identify issues of concern. We, TNAGD, continue 
to work closely with the TDA to determine the best course of action for legislative 
issues of interest like down-coding and interstate licensure compact. We have our 
own caption bill and 2 good sponsors in Sen. Bill Powers and Rep. Clark Boyd. In the 
meantime, I will be working TNAGD leadership to make sure our interests are well 
represented as we get busy with the 2023 session.

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE
TONY THOMPSON II, ESQ.

TNAGD IN ACTION

AGD President Gerald Botko, Anthony Carriocia, 
Gary Woodall, Keith Gilmore, Region 6 Trustee 
Samantha Shaver

Joe Britton, Jeannie Bauchamp, Keith Gilmore, 
Anthony Carriocia and Jennifer Cornell


