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The results are in and per the National AGD reports for the period from 8/31/21 ending 
8/31/22:

· TN is in first place in the United States in the numbers of new student members (in 
a tie with Wisconsin).

· TN is second in the United States in student member growth percentage. Wisconsin’s
percentage growth edged us out of first place in percentage. Almost all other states 
are not even close or are negative.

· TN is third in the nation in total member growth for the same period.

· The TNAGD is a national leader in the AGD.

We are seeking to improve and expand the CE experiences offered to our members 
through the Mastertrack series. This makes it easier for you to meet the requirements 
of Mastership (it’s also extremely helpful working toward Fellowship as well).

The 2023 annual meeting will be in a fun, and extremely beautiful & family friendly 
location at the beach in Gulf Shores, AL, October 13-14, 2023. Please see the website 
for links to the location information and dates, etc. Make your plans right now to 
attend. When we have all the details worked out for times, registration, etc. soon, 
we will get the word out so you can pull the trigger on a great continuing education 
experience.

Your Tennessee Academy is working for you year-round to help you improve your 
education, and competence. We are advocating for you when Tennessee bills are 
proposed every year that can hurt you or your patients. Your Tennessee and National 
Academies of General Dentistry work together to advocate for you and your patients 
at the federal level too!



Yours for Better Dentistry,

Gary R. Woodall DDS, MAGD
President, Tennessee Academy of General Dentistry

Your participation is critical to the mission of preserving and advancing dentistry 
against the forces seeking to undo us. Merely being a member and renewing your 
membership year after year makes it all possible…so keep it up! Doing even more is 
also critical…we are an all-volunteer organization, and we need all hands on deck. You 
can be a recruiter, friend, and mentor for others and help them join the Academy. 
Every day you can be a voice for quality and integrity and an influence for good in 
your profession. If you think you can help in any way or serve in greater ways, please 
let us know and we will try to get you serving in some way. You can get involved at any 
point. You can be near retirement or just starting out or anywhere in between, you 
still have something to offer. So please get in touch with me or anyone of our board 
members and let’s get started making Tennessee the shining star of the nation and 
a force for better dentistry!

OCT. 13-14, 2023 | GULF SHORES
2023 ANNUAL SESSION

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR MEMBERS RECOGNIZED AT AGD2022! 

2022 FELLOWS 2022 LLRC RECIPIENT
Clay Midyett, DDS - Collierville

Kellye N. Rice, DMD - Brentwood
John D. Thomas Jr., DDS, MAGD - Cordova

Bring the entire family! Hotel rates, details, 
and pictures are available online at:

TNAGD.ORG/2023-ANNUAL-EVENT



LETTER FROM THE EDITOR
JENNIFER J. CORNELL, DDS, MAGD

It is a good time to be a TN AGD member! For those of you who have recently 
graduated and joined the Academy I hope you have found your membership 
to be beneficial and we would love to feature you in an upcoming newsletter 
and possibly highlight you on our social media pages.  

This quarter we had our state AGD meeting as well as the national meeting 
in Orlando. I gained a lot from Mila Grigg on the importance of knowing your 
brand and your practice’s band but also on how to make it visible to others 
through social media. During the national meeting in Orlando as I walked the 
exhibit hall floor, I was so happy to see vendors back and excited to show us 
things again. I enjoyed great conversations with colleagues, some I knew and 
some I just met, and found comfort in learning we all share the same issues 
but also shared ideas and solutions. It was great to be back together, in person.  
I am looking forward to another Master Track course! Although endo is no 
longer one of my favorite procedures, I am happy to plug my hours toward my 
masters and pick up some tips.
  
The power of numbers could never be more relevant. As we find ourselves in a 
recession and “circle our wagons” around our practices we need the Academy 
more than ever as a resource for direction, fresh ideas and protection for 
private practice dentists and general dentistry as a whole. General dentists are 
in the trenches of employment issues, rising costs and juggling new ways of 
being more flexible with hours and meeting the demands of the public and 
our teams. I often look to the AGD free webinars, publications and colleagues 
and feel comfort in knowing not only that others have the same struggles but 
also to see what ideas might work best in my own practice.  

As we come close to the last quarter of 2022, I pray we will all “circle our wagons” 
and get ready for what lay ahead in 2023 and the years to come. I pray we will 
all search out new technology, fresh ideas and ways to be flexible and stay 
strong as a profession.  

AGD2023
THE PREMIER MEETING FOR
GENERAL DENTISTRY

LAS VEGAS, NV
JULY 19-22
AGD2023.ORG

DON’T FORGET ABOUT AGD2023!



RECRUITING STUDENT MEMBERS

TNAGD has been working on recruiting more student members, in an effort to 
retain them once them begin practicing. Our efforts to speak to dental students all 
across the state has been very successful. We have visited with dental students at 
Meharry Medical College, the University of Tennessee Health Science Center, and 
Lincoln Memorial University. Students are provided with a lunch and then hear from 
TNAGD about the benefits that members receive. Our efforts to add new student 
members has been very successful, and we will continue to meet with new students 
as they enroll.

Anthony Carroccia, DDS, MAGD, ABGD
Former TNAGD President
St. Bethlehem Dental Care, Clarksville, TN

“Merchant Advocate helps businesses save money on credit card processing 
fees without having to switch processors. They reviewed my statements for 
free and I was astounded to see how much I was needlessly overpaying... They 
secured better pricing with my current processor and here’s the best part: my 
bottom line has increased without having to change a thing! I wish I knew 
about Merchant Advocate years ago.” 

WE SAVE YOU MONEY
WITHOUT SWITCHING PROCESSORSWITHOUT SWITCHING PROCESSORS

A MESSAGE FROM YOUR COLLEAGUE AND MERCHANT ADVOCATE

Find out how much you can save with a no-risk analysis! 
Contact Howard GoldsteinHoward Goldstein at hgoldstein@merchantadvocate.com hgoldstein@merchantadvocate.com or 206-387-0189206-387-0189


