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THE TENNESSEE AGD 

HELPING YOU IN THE PURSUIT OF CLINICAL EDUCATION, PRACTICE EXCELLENCE AND ADVOCATING 
FOR YOU WHEN THE POWERS THAT BE THREATEN YOU AND OUR PROFESSION 

  

2022 AGD Annual Session, Orlando, Fl 
July 27-30, 2022 

https://www.agd.org/agd-meeting 
   

  

 

   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

See below for 

details on next 

year’s TN AGD 

meeting, in scenic 

Gatlinburg 

 

 

TN AGD 

President re-caps 

recent House of 

Delegates and 

Call to Action 

Spring 

MasterTrack 

dates set; see 

below for more 

information 

 

Spring MasterTrack 2 Day Occlusion for Dentists 

and their Team 

Dates:  March 18-20 

Place: Interfaith Dental Clinic, Nashville 

Presenter:  Dr. Kevin Kwiecien; Spear Educator and 

current faculty member of Pankey Institute 

Click on link below for more information and to 

registered for this awesome event.  Open to all 

dentists and team 

https://www.tnagd.org/2022-spring-mastertrack-

event/ 

https://www.agd.org/agd-meeting
https://www.tnagd.org/2022-spring-mastertrack-event/
https://www.tnagd.org/2022-spring-mastertrack-event/
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2022 TN AGD meeting to be held in scenic Gatlinburg 
 
***SAVE THE DATES AND BRING THE FAMILY*** 
 
Next year’s meeting will be held July 15 and 16th at the Courtyard by 
Marriott Gatlinburg Downtown. Just steps away from all the shops and 
restaurants.  Enjoy Ober Gatlinburg and schedule some time to walk the 
Skybridge with the glass bottom at the highest point. 
 
We have a short list of potential speakers, but we would like to hear from 
you!  What topics would you like to see, suggested speakers etc.  Post on 
our Facebook page to let us know; TN AGD Dentists   
 
 
 

 
 

  

 

  
 

  

 

 
  

 

           

Do You Deserve Good, Better or 
the Best? 

What does your brand say about you?  
Your practice?  Your team?  Click on 
the link below to learn more about 
our speaker this summer; Mila Grigg, 
CEO of MODA image consulting and 
coaching. 

https://www.modaimageconsulting.com/ 

https://www.modaimageconsulting.com/
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Recap of the Advocacy Summit by Keith Gilmore, President Elect TN AGD 

With Legislative issues looming, such as dental inclusion in Medicare, midlevel providers and 

exorbitant student debt, Legislative Advocacy is becoming more important than every for the General 

Dentist. As such the AGD invited representatives from all Constituents to attend an Advocacy training 

program in Chicago this past October. Your TN AGD is very active in State and Federal Legislative 

activities and elected to send two representatives to the conference. Keith Gilmore DDS MAGD 

(current Legislative Chairman), and Anthony Carroccia DDS MAGD ABGD (in coming Legislative 

chairman). 

The one day program was packed with information about past successes in Advocacy, such as the 

recent repeal of the McCarran Ferguson act at the national level and several states defeating 

introduction of midlevel providers, as well as current issues (at the time a big issue was dental 

inclusion in Medicare, which as you know was defeated for the time being). 

One of the most important parts of the program concerns how to talk to your representative. Key 

points 

1 Be on time!!!!!! 

2 Introduce yourself, tell who you represent (if AGD or TN AGD then a quick explanation that the AGD 

represents General Dentists only.  

3 Be observant, if you notice that their office is decorated with Alabama football memorabilia 

compliment them on their success (as much as it may hurt you to do so). 

4 Ideally you would want to have only one issue to discuss but at most keep it to three. Have any 

supporting documents for your position prepared and ask if you can leave those 

5 Have bill numbers ready, as well as the names of any bill sponsors. 

6 Most of these meetings will be very short, but be prepared, if you happen to visit on a slow day and 

really connect with the legislator they may want to talk, if you have made your points already then by 

all means take this opportunity to make a personal connection. 

7 Before you leave, thank them for their time and consideration, offer to be a resource should they 

ever need information concerning Dentistry, ask for a photo with the Legislator (let them know that it 

will be submitted for publication), and by all means leave your card. 

It was acknowledged that your TnAGD has taken a proactive approach to state Advocacy in that we 

are one of only a couple of states that has a full time Lobbyist. Your Board decided several years ago 

that we could not set on the sidelines and let legislation pass without our input. Repeal of your 

professional privilege tax was one of the benefits of that decision.  

Medicare was the elephant in the room.  It was announced that our AGD President, Dr. Bruce Cassis 

of WV, would speak before US Congress in about a week or so.  The AGD has a slightly different 

position than the ADA and it makes sense.  He will argue on our behalf that dentistry wants no part of 

Medicare as we all have seen it cripple medicine.  Think of the delays of the elderly to get treatment 

waiting for the government's silver bullet and the greatly reduced fees while flooding the labs with 

more work!  UPDATE: The AGD position was the one selected by the government! 

If you have any interest in getting involved in Advocacy then let someone on the TN AGD Board 

know.  
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My first AGD House of Delegates experience –Jennifer Cornell, Newsletter Editor TN AGD 

I was super excited to attend my first Academy of General Dentistry, House of Delegates as an 

Alternate Delegate.  Having attended other organization’s HOD in the past, I expected a 

“predetermined” committee planned format of voting.  This was not the case! I witnessed passionate, 

heated debate on topics that affect each of us as General Dentists!  The AGD House of Delegates is 

made up of members who are truly looking out for OUR livelihood.  Not the livelihood of dentistry or 

healthcare as a whole, BUT general dentistry and OUR practices.  Some ask “is it worth it to pay my 

dues?”, “Why should I give some organization dues money?  What are they doing for me?” etc.  I 

witnessed firsthand what AGD is doing for me, my practice, my employees and my life!  It was truly 

amazing.    

I am sure there were egos in the room, people who just wanted to be heard, or hear themselves talk, 

just like any other organization.  Each region had terrific representation, passionate delegates and 

constitute presidents (much like our own).  Mealtime was even more energizing.  Instead of spending 

time talking about the latest sport teams, national politics or whatever else was in the headlines we 

spent time discussing real issues and shared ideas on how to solve them.  These ideas were then 

shared the next day for all to hear.   

I left feeling inspired and excited to be not only Newsletter Editor but also the VP of TN AGD.  I have 

big shoes to fill in the coming years and I would by lying if I wasn’t nervous.  Attending this HOD gave 

me more courage and enthusiasm for the years to come.  I know I have an organization to turn to with 

experienced, knowledgeable people in the national office, as regional leaders and of course as our 

local leaders.   
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EFDA training courses in TN 
Meharry Medical College EFDA program link: 

h t t p s : / / h o m e . m m c . e d u / s c h o o l - o f -
d e n t i s t r y / e x p a n d e d - f u n c t i o n - d e n t a l -
a s s i s t i n g - c o u r s e /  

UT EFDA program link: 

https://www.uthsc.edu/dentistry/ce/ 

Other Announcements  

CE Opportunities 

Link to AGD On Demand courses: https://agdonlinelearningcenter.org/product-category/on-demand/ 

Staying connected during the pandemic;  https://agd.org/coronavirus 

Newest Member Benefit 

Merchant Advocate, Save many times your cost of membership through easy, no pressure Merchant Advocate. 

 visit their website:  https://merchantadvocate.com 

Check out our website for more information about the TN AGD;  https://www.tnagd.org/ 

Join our Facebook page for the most current announcements and information: TN AGD Dentists 

Looking for an associate, a practice to purchase or selling a practice?  Contact us to send out an eblast or list in the 

newsletter!  Send a message to our editor:  jbiterdds@gmail.com 

 

 

 

A new year is 

on the way 

and the 

possibilities are 

endless! 

https://home.mmc.edu/school-of-dentistry/expanded-function-dental-assisting-course/
https://home.mmc.edu/school-of-dentistry/expanded-function-dental-assisting-course/
https://home.mmc.edu/school-of-dentistry/expanded-function-dental-assisting-course/
https://www.uthsc.edu/dentistry/ce/
https://agdonlinelearningcenter.org/product-category/on-demand/
https://agd.org/coronavirus
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmerchantadvocate.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR1cbgh_5SEUxSPAZeZiuAHF5tfMUAuADFYniitfUNeXulJXpSGlS_KHW6A&h=AT01RR3wew3wIR5r0xQ_Z97XcNcs-dVVWLC1-mOiv00UHm3IT0utyczdbh5esOy35ukSqQ2jaMWIr_ZRVRcrnYlSHSzXzV4D7bFCb75as2Efx84UOBs3tYvaLyZnCBn61g&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT2PLKqQIy42gDlo9r6Qa5FGAVG_g9QBXmoUtjmQi3krZ0zEbWxH5Q-ihKri1A-wt32lzH7XxRw79PiqINke_t4_puih-YPsCuC_k1EQBo3d5HOLlQmBbR9vntgtDVyVjcDDesabJ6UVOBikNrp5IfLs0OKFYRVAFx75t1iM_RAhQJ2_NGOxnoyBhZktAHnzB65S0-qG5CaQkirN
https://www.tnagd.org/
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Message from TN AGD President 

 

2021 AGD House of Delegates (HOD) meeting in Chicago 

and 

Call to Action 

 

The 2021 HOD dealt with many issues important to all dentists, but one of the top issues was a 

fundamental change in the governance of the AGD. You were represented by Delegates:  Dr. Anthony 

Carroccia MAGD, Dr. Keith Gilmore MAGD, and Dr. Gary Woodall MAGD, and Alternate: Dr. Jennifer 

Cornell FAGD.  For approx. 2 years the Governance Evaluation and Review Committee of the HOD 

has studied how we are governed and ways to improve it.  This year their recommendations were 

given to the HOD. 

These recommendations dealt with several things. Most important were combining the secretary and 

treasurer positions into one Secretary/ Treasurer, also reducing the number of trustees from 27 to 9 

on a rotational basis. 

Some thought that this would streamline our governance, make it more responsive & nimbler, reduce 

costs, and bring the AGD more in line with other associations’ and large private sector companies’ 

practices.  Some thought that having fewer trustees would disenfranchise smaller regions like ours 

and limit our voices at the national level.   

The voting required a super majority to pass, it failed to pass.   

Almost certainly this issue will be reconsidered at next year’s HOD and the House will wrestle with 

ways to reach agreement on governance changes.  All want to be represented and nearly all want 

more efficient governance, so I suspect the process will successfully result in a change in the next 

year or two that all can agree to and that the AGD ultimately will benefit for decades to come. 

Thank you for your membership in support of your profession as general dentists.  General Dentistry 

is under almost constant attack from government, insurance, ignorance of the public and lawmakers, 

and sometimes others in the dental professions.  If you do not continue to support your profession it 

will surely fail.  You are needed! 

Every single member is important and critical, you are to be commended for your support of this noble 

cause!  Please reach out to any new dentist you encounter and let them know how important 

membership is to their profession continuing to be a profession.  Let them know how important 

membership is to their own growth and professional development.  Be a friend and colleague, help 

them to integrate into this great profession, they will be forever grateful…I know I am! 

Thanks 

Gary 

Gary R. Woodall DDS, MAGD 

President Tennessee Academy of General Dentistry 
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