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P R E S I D E N T S   R E P O R T 
 

Thank you for your continued partnership with the Academy of 

General Dentistry.  As you know, you are part of the second 

largest dental association in the world!  The Academyôs focus is 

primarily legislative advocacy and quality continuing education 

for dentists.  The world has evolved and in order for us to re-

main relevant in dentistry, we as an academy must also evolve.  

Each of us understands there is value in our membership.  My 

challenge to you is to invite one friend who is not a member to 

become one.  Share with them what the academy means to you 

and how is has helped to make you a better dentist. 

 

Over the years, the Tennessee Academy of General Dentistry 

has developed an excellent working relationship with the Ten-

nessee Dental Association.  This relationship is vital to each of 

us.  I would imagine that most of you are members of the TDA 

as well.  We constantly work to maintain a strong level of com-

munication so that the TDA has heard our opinion on topics as 

they relate to general dentists in Tennessee.  General dentists 

make up more than 70% of practicing dentists and they need our 

AGD advocacy. 

 

Dentists in Tennessee have already been impacted this year by 

what the Tennessee Academy of General Dentistry has accom-

plished.  We have been active in several legislative actions that 

have had the potential to interrupt our delivery of care to our 

patients.  The new wording of the ñJury Duty Actò has been 

successfully re-written thanks to all who responded to our e-

blasts and phone calls.  It is really something to see how quickly 

positions and opinions can change when the masses speak up.  

We are very fortunate to have active legislative committee mem-

bers and Mark Greene our lobbyist, who are involved and have a 

passion for protecting our profession. 

 

I would encourage each of you to take note of the state of den-

tistry and to become more knowledgeable of what the TNAGD 

and the TDA does for each of us.  We work in arguably the most 

rewarding area of healthcare.  We need to become and stay 

aware of issues that may have an impact on our business and the 

manner in which we treat our patients.  Those before us have  

cleared a path for our prosperity.  It is up to us not to sit back 

and adopt the attitude that it cannot happen to me.  Would it not 

be better to stay informed, be active and join or continue to be a  

member of the Academy of General Dentistry? 

 

I wish for a year of growth and prosperity to each of you. 

 

Ernie N. Oyler, Jr.  
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The Volunteer Dentist is the 

official publication of the Tennes-

see Chapter of the Academy of 

General Dentistry.  It is sent to all 

ADA members in the state of 

Tennessee and has a circulation 

of 2,200.  The Tennessee Acad-

emy of General Dentistry does 

not necessarily endorse opinions 

or statements contained in arti-

cles published in this Newsletter.  

The editor believes that the 

contributing authors are sincere 

in their efforts to foster the inter-

ests and educational concepts of 

its readers.  Address all corre-
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ments for employees, jury 

duty, red flag rules, controlled 

substance monitoring database 

etc.), plus planning our annual 

meeting for 2010.   

 

If you would like to stay more 

informed, ask Ernie, me or one 

of the board members to put 

you in the ñmailing list loopò.  

Just sent one of us an e-mail 

request.   

 

J.J. Huang, Continuing Educa-

tion chairman and Anthony 

Martin, Master Track chair-

man, just finished another suc-

cessful MT Program in April 

on Periodontal Treatment 

Planning with Dr. John Ster-

rett.  I know it was another 

great course because I was 

there.  Masters, you can take 

advantage of these courses at a 

reduced fee.  Plus, as usual, 

the fellowship and food is 

great. 

 

Ken Walker Memorial Lecture 

chairman, Lee Wilson, already 

has the Friday, November 6, 

2009 program in Knoxville 

.Members of the Tennessee 

Academy of General Dentistry 

are busy. 

 

It is amazing how much work 

goes on by our officers, board 

of directors, committee chair-

men and members between 

scheduled meetings!   

 

Our president, Ernie Oyler, Jr. 

got our Universal Achieve-

ment Award application to the 

AGD national office before 

the April first deadline.  (You 

have no idea how much work 

this is unless you have done 

it.)  His work on our Annual 

Meeting scheduled for  August 

7-8 at the Cool Springs Mar-

riott in Franklin is finished 

except for all the last minute 

details and presiding over the 

meeting. 

 

President-elect, Roy Thomp-

son and Vice President, Leon 

Stanislav (both also currently 

serving as co-legislative chair-

men) have been busy with 

legislative issues (criminal 

background check require-

set.  Dr. Martin B. Goldstein 

will present ñComfort Zone 

Cosmetics: Digital Portrait to 

Completed Caseò.  Mark your 

calendar. 

 

Our Membership Chairman, 

Ron Bell, continues to recruit 

new members from both UT 

Memphis and Meharry and 

works diligently to retain our 

members and encourages all of 

us to recruit our professional 

friends to join AGD. 

 

Our next Board Meeting is 

scheduled during the TDA An-

nual Meeting in Knoxville.  If 

you are interested in becoming 

more active in the Tennessee 

Academy of General Dentistry, 

join us at the meeting.  It is 

open to all. 

 

Friday, May 15th 

7:00-8:45, Room 200 C 

Knoxville Convention and 

Trade Center 

 

 See you there. 

 

EDITORõS COMMENTS      Gary M. McCown, DDS, MAGD  
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Washington D.C. Advocacy Meeting  
 

Middle:  AGD President Paula Jones 
and Immediate Past President  Vincent 
Mayher 
 
Roy is the one in the back with the bald 
head. 


